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The Language of Medicine. By F. R. Campbell, 
A.M., M.D. D. Appleton & Co., 1888. Pp. 318. 

Although the object of this volume is, as the author states, “to 
provide the medical student with a suitable means of acquiring the 
vocabulary of his science,” it is, unless the term “medical student” 
is used in a general sense, more likely to prove of greater advantage 
to the fully developed practitioner, and will undoubtedly be greatly 
appreciated by the profession. A work of this description has long been 
needed, and it is but justice to the author to state that his production 
in a general manner fulfills all requirements. There are very few, if 
any, of our medical lecturers, and they comprise the better educated 
part of the profession, who in the course of their discourses do not 
pronounce some of the most common medical terms incorrectly. 
There are very few physicians who can pronounce the names of half 
the drugs they employ in strict accordance with the principles of 
orthoepy, and but a limited number of our practitioners couid fault¬ 
lessly write the prescriptions they are in the habit of giving daily if it 
were necessary to add the terminations to the words they habitually 
abbreviate. The fault lies often at the door of an incomplete ele¬ 
mentary education, but unfortunately, even with the better edu¬ 
cated, there is a tendency to pronounce words as they hear them 
pronounced and to show a profound indifference whether the words 
they use are pronounced in strict accordance with fixed rules or not, 
so long as they are understood by the individuals to whom they are 
addressed. It is at once interesting and instructive, in connection 
with this subject, to read, on page 66, the medical address delivered 
in imagination to the ancient class of Dr. Hippocrates by a suppo¬ 
sitious- professor of a modern medical college. It is just such an 
address as hundreds of our students are listening to every day. It 
is not overdrawn or exaggerated, and yet the errors in it are volu¬ 
minous. 

The work treats of the Origin of the Language of Medicine, the 
Latin Element, the Greek Element, and the Elements Derived from 
the Modern Languages. 
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Under these general headings the subjects of orthography, 
orthcepy, the various parts of speech and the prefixes and postfixes 
are discussed and explained in a highly satisfactory manner. In 
addition, there is a list of terms commonly mispronounced, together 
with their correct pronunciation, and a chapter on prescription 
writing, which leaves little to be desired. The author is to be con¬ 
gratulated upon having written a book which can be read with both 
pleasure and profit by the profession. 

Physicians’ Interpreter in Four Languages. By 
M. VON V. Pp. 206. T. A. Davis, Philadelphia, 1888. 

This little volume is undoubtedly intended to aid the hospital 
and dispensary physician in examining the vast number of patients 
of foreign birth who are annually treated at our public institutions. 
It is written in four languages—English, French, German, and 
Italian—and contains those phrases especially pertaining to diag¬ 
nosis. 

It is unquestionable that a knowledge of languages is of decided 
benefit in hospital and dispensary work, especially in our large 
cities where the foreign element prefer to congregate. To such of 
our physicians whose line of work lies in this direction, this little 
volume will prove of signal service. It would perhaps have been in 
better taste if the author had had the courage to write his full name 
upon the title-page. 
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